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Peabody Award For Regret to Inform 

Prestigious Award Is Tribute to Cadre of Bay Area Filmmakers

Unique Documentary Sparks New Organization That 

Gives a Voice to Widows of War 

SAN FRANCISCO—The documentary film Regret to Inform is one of 34 winners of the prestigious Peabody Award, announced Thursday, March 29 by the University of Georgia’s Henry W. Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication. The award winners were chosen from nearly 1,100 entries.

“I am deeply honored because the Peabody acknowledges that this film is having a real impact,” says Barbara Sonneborn, the Berkeley, CA-based Director and Producer of Regret to Inform. “I decided to make this film because I personally experienced the devastation that war causes and I wanted others to understand that war itself is our greatest enemy. Thanks to the American and Vietnamese war widows who shared their stories, as well as all the people who worked so hard to make the film, we created more than a movie — we created a movement.”

Sonneborn’s journey toward the film began on her 24th birthday in 1968 when she received word that her husband, Jeff, had been killed in Vietnam. Twenty years later, she traveled to Vietnam to explore the war that left her, and so many others, a widow. Regret to Inform weaves together the stories of widows from all sides of the Vietnam War and provides a moving examination of the impact of war over time.

Regret to Inform is the result of the collaboration of many talented individuals from the Bay Area film world—including Producer and Executive Producer Janet Cole, Editors Lucy Massie Phenix and Ken Schneider, Cinematographer Emiko Omori, Composer Todd Boekelheide, Senior Associate Producers Megan Jones and Todd Wagner, Sound Recordists Julie Konop and Elizabeth Thompson and Sound Designer Jennifer Ware–who helped make sure that the war widows’ stories got told. 

–more–

"I became involved with Regret to Inform because I thought it had the power to bring about change," says Janet Cole, Executive Producer. "I hope the Peabody will help draw attention to the stories in Regret to Inform and the experiences of war you don't read about in history books."

The Peabody Awards differ from other industry awards because the 15-judge panel selects recipients based on all-round merit, rather than within designated categories. Regret to Inform has also received a 1999 Academy Award nomination for Best Documentary and awards for Best Director and Best Cinematographer at the 1999 Sundance Film Festival. With support from the Television Race Initiative and the National Asian American Telecommunications Association, Regret to Inform aired nationally on PBS’s forum for independent filmmakers, POV, on January 24th, 2000.

The film has also birthed a new global organization of war widows. “When I went to Vietnam,” says Sonneborn, “it was the first time that most of us had met other war widows. The impact was so powerful that I knew that I wanted to transform war widows’ personal experience of war into a force for peace.” 

That’s why, on April 30, 2000, the 25th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam-American War, Sonneborn and many widows from Vietnam, the U.S. and around the world launched the Widows of War Living Memorial (www.warwidows.org).   The on-line memorial, which tells the stories of widows of war from places as far apart as Kosovo, Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Colombia, Israel, Palestine, and Rwanda, was recognized as “Site of the Day” by The New York Times and The Washington Post.

Aware that there was much more work to be done, in early 2001 Sonneborn founded the War Widows International Peace Alliance, an organization that works to connect and amplify the voices of war widows from around the world. This month, the Alliance’s new executive director, former high-tech entrepreneur and CEO Mandana D. Farhang, is beginning the work of building the small non-profit into a global non-governmental organization.

The Alliance will maintain and develop the Widows of War Living Memorial, take charge of promoting and distributing an interdisciplinary educational curriculum on Regret to Inform (www.regrettoinform.org/education), and create new programs designed to foster peace and reconciliation.

Regret to Inform, www.regrettoinform.org
The Widows of War Living Memorial, www.warwidows.org
P.O.V. Letters from the Heart, www.pbs.org/pov/regret 

###

