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War Widows Travel to United Nations Women 2000 Conference (June 5-9) in Quest for Peace

Widows from Around the World Harness Power of the Internet at the Widows of War Living Memorial  

Acclaimed Documentary Regret to Inform Tells Stories of War through Widows’ Eyes at UN Conference Women’s Film Festival 

NEW YORK, NY — “Do you know a widow of war?” That’s the question Barbara Sonneborn and Xuan Ngoc Nguyen will be asking the 10,000 delegates to the United Nations Women 2000 Conference (Beijing +5) in New York City from June 5-9, 2000.

Both widows of the Vietnam-American War, Sonneborn and Nguyen are at the forefront of  a new worldwide movement of war widows who are harnessing the power of the internet to spread their message of peace. On April 30, the women launched the Widows of War Living Memorial  www.warwidows.org, which tells the stories of war widows from lands as diverse as Rwanda, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Iraq, Haiti and Guatemala.

Now, with women’s organizations and representatives from around the world gathering to discuss the status of women five years after the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China, a delegation of war widows is traveling to New York to call on other widows to add their stories and voices to their burgeoning network.

"This is more than a memorial: it’s a living tapestry that weaves together the stories of women whose lives are bound by the knowledge that we have one common enemy — war," says Sonneborn. "The Living Memorial shows that war doesn’t end when the bombs stop dropping — it tears our lives apart and its legacy lives on and on." 

Unlike most memorials, where names and dates are etched in stone, visitors can touch the names and learn about the people behind them through stories, photographs, memorabilia, and audio and video streams. 

The memorial grew out of Sonneborn’s quest to make sense of war. Twenty years after her husband, Jeff Gurvitz, was killed in Vietnam, Sonneborn, an artist from Berkeley, CA, felt compelled to travel to Vietnam to learn about the war that left her a widow. While there, she met war widows from both the north and south of Vietnam. The women were drawn together not only by their stories of war and loss, but by their unshakable conviction that together, they could become a powerful force for peace.

— more—

The result of Sonneborn’s journey was Regret to Inform, a spellbinding Academy Award-nominated film that documents the experiences of widows from all sides of the Vietnam-American War.  But the film was just the first step toward the birth of  a new movement. In January 2000, Sonneborn, Nguyen and three other widows from the U.S. and Vietnam traveled across the U.S., talking to students, reporters and women’s groups, and reaching out to other widows to help them found the Widows of War Living Memorial.
"At first I was afraid to meet widows from the North. But once we came together, sharing our stories brought  great healing to us all and showed me that deep down we are all the same,” says Nguyen, who acted as translator for Regret to Inform. Nguyen, now a resident of Portland, OR, lost her South Vietnamese husband and village to the Vietnam–American War. "With the memorial giving our stories wings to fly, no war widow will ever have to feel so alone.”

The UN Women 2000 conference (also known as Beijing +5) will feature three screenings of Regret to Inform as part of the conference’s film festival to showcase international films made by and about women. The screenings will be followed by public forums that explore the deeper questions about war raised by the film.

"When I made the film it was first time that most of us had met other widows," says Sonneborn. "The impact was powerful, even cathartic. As I watched my anger at my government and the war melt away into compassion, I realized that hope and solidarity could grow out of the horror of war. With every widow of war who joins us to stand shoulder to shoulder for peace, we take one step further away from war.”  
Screenings of the 1998 Academy Award nominated documentary

Regret to Inform

followed by a conversation between the filmmakers, guests and audience
Monday, June 5, 2000, 1:15-3:00 PM, Dag Hammarskjold Auditorium

77 U.N. Plaza, New York City

Monday, June 5th, 12:00-1:15pm
Borough Manhattan Community College

Tribecca Performing Arts Center Theatre 1, 199 Chambers Street, NYC

(screening only)
Wednesday, June 7, 2000, 8:00-9:30 PM

U.S. Customs House, 1 Bowling Green, New York City
###

[image: image2.wmf]

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]